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Warfare: With a Graphic Account of His Last Fight on the Little Big Horn, as Told by His Wily Foe Sitting Bull; Also
Sketches and Anecdotes of the Most Renowned Guides, Scouts and Plainsmen of the West; General Crook and
the Apaches As a fitting introduction to some of the personal incidents and sketches which I shall hereaEer
present to the readers of The Galaxy, a brief description of the country in which these events transpired may
not be deemed inappropriate. It is but a few years ago that every schoolboy, supposed to possess the rudiments
of a knowledge of the geography of the United States, could give the boundaries and a general description of
the Great American Desert. As to the boundary the knowledge seemed to be quite explicit: on the north bounded
by the Upper Missouri, on the east by the Lower Missouri and Mississippi, on the south by Texas, and on the west
by the Rocky Mountains. The boundaries on the northwest and south remained undisturbed, while on the east
civilization, propelled and directed by Yankee enterprise, adopted the motto, Westward the star of empire takes
its way. Countless throngs of emigrants crossed the Mississippi and Missouri rivers, selecting homes in the rich
and fertile territories lying beyond. Each year this tide of emigration, strengthened and increased by the flow
from foreign shores, advanced toward the setting sun, slowly but surely narrowing the preconceived limits of
the Great American Desert, and correspondingly enlarging the limits of civilization. At last the geographical
myth was dispelled. It was gradually discerned that the Great American Desert...
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