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Information Respecting Improvements Made Under the 1907 Ordinances in Service, Operation and Equipment
of the Chicago Surface Traction Companies The physical properties of the Companies are being continually
modernized and perfected, the systems extended and the methods of operation improved, and Chicago to-day
enjoys higher physical standard of its traction properties than other large cities in the country. In spite of this
fact, the existing service and routing into the principal business district are admittedly deficient and rapidly
becoming more so. This Board is fully cognizant of these conditions and will assist so far as it can in applying
reasonable remedies. Notwithstanding this great improvement in the physical properties of the surface
companies (made in compliance with the 1907 and subsequent ordinances), and the improvement in service
necessarily resulting therefrom, interpretation of the figures presented shows that the City of Chicago now faces
a problem in local transportation as serious as ever before in its history. With the surface railway traffic
increasing at an increased rapid rate, largely as a result of the recent rehabilitation, there are no adequate
means available now for alleviating the increasing congestion and inadequate street capacity except through
(1) - complete unification of transportation lines, segregated as far as practicable into short haul and long haul
traffic between surface and rapid transit systems respectively; (2) - additional bridges and tunnels, and finally
(3) the construction of down-town subways, terminal and storage facilities. The immediate relief to be found by
comprehensive through-routing has already become quite apparent through discussion of these matters
before the Committee on Local Transportation. Incidentally, with reference...
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