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March 29. Andrei Petrovich is here. He is a member of the Central Committee, and has to his credit long years of
hard labour in the mines and of exile in Siberia; he has lived the fife of an old revolutionary. He has melancholy
eyes and a pointed grey beard. We went together to a restaurant. You know, George, he began in an
embarrassed manner, there is some talk of suspending the work for some time. What do you think of it? Waiter,
| called out, put on The Bells of Corneville on the gramophone. Andrei Petrovich lowered his eyes. You won t
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think? What do | think? Nothing. But, please, do make up your mind. Things may come to the point of
dismissing you--l mean your organisation. What ? | asked rather sharply. To dismiss is not the right word, but--
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